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Who Decides Urban Planning in Japan? 
− The Decentralization and The Local Initiative
北 原 　 鉄 也
Tetsuya Kitahara
People make cities and are active in them. On the viewpoint, this article tries to explains who 
decides urban planning or how it is decided in Japan. Particularly, it analyzes the recently 
progressing decentralization reform and the surge of the local initiative to make clear its 
question. It considers the possibility of the urban planning of the local government, or the 
transition from “national urban planning” to “local urban planning”. This article was made 
for the work that was planned to introduce the activities of the Faculty of Policy Study.
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